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SUBJECT: PRESS BRIEFING BY CAMBODIAN AMBASSADOR AT LARGE 
THIOUNN PRASITH 

1 . CAMBODIAN AMBASSADOR AT LARGE, THIONN PRASITH, WHO IS 
PRESENTLY IN NEW YORK FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE, HELD A 
PRESS BRIEFING ON 23 APRIL. THIOUNN PRASITH BEGAN HIS 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY ASSERTING THAT ON ITS FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
KAMPUCHEA WAS STRONG AND VIABLE. HE ACCREDITED THE HISTORIC 
VICTORY IN CAMBODIA TO THE " GREAT SACRIFICES OF THE PEASANTS 
AND WORKERS" AND THE SUPPORT OF "FRIENDLY COUNTRIES INCLUDING 
THE YOUTH AND PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES". 

2. FOLLOWING THIS THIOUNN PRASITH TURNED TO THE PRESENT 
SITUATION IN CAMBODIA. HE SAID THE PROBLEM OF FOOD HAD BEEN 
SOLVED AND ALL FOOD IS BEING PROVIDED WITHOUT ANY FOREIGN 
HELP. HE STATED THAT THE PRESENT STRENGTH OF KAMPUCHEA WAS 
ITS NATIONAL UNITY AND THERE ARE "ONLY A FEW TRAITORS" 

LEFT. THIOUNN PRASITH THEN TURNED TO THE ELECTIONS HELD IN 
JANUARY FOR THE ASSEMBLY. HE SAID ALL CAMBODIANS WERE FREE 
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FOR CANDIDATES WERE THAT THEY NEEDED 

1) TO BE 25 YEARS OLD. 

2) TO HAVE FOUGHT FOR THE COUNTRY, 

3) TO BE SINCERE ABOUT THE PRESENT-DAY NATION, 

4) TO HAVE A DISTRICT POPULATION IN SUPPORT OF THEIR CANDIDACY, 

AND 

5) TO DEMONSTRATE EXEMPLARY MORALS AND BEHAVIOR. 

THERE WERE 515 CANDIDATES FOR 250 SEATS IN THE PEOPLE'S 
ASSEMBLY. OF THOSE ELECTED, 50 WERE PEASANTS, 50 WERE FROM THE 
REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, AND OF THE REMAINING 150, ONE-FIFTH 
WERE WOMEN. ACCORDING TO THIOUNN PRASITH, THE ELECTIONS HAD A 
"DEMOCRATIC CHARACTER '. THE ASSEMBLY MET FOR THE FIRST TIME 
APRIL 1 1-13 WHEN IT APPOINTED COMMITTEES. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS. THIOUNN PRASITH MADE THE FOLLOWING 
REMARKS CONCERNING THE RETURN TO THE COUNTRYSIDE OF PEASANTS 
FROM PHNOM PENH. HE SAID THAT ONE REASON THE PEASANTS HAD TO BE 
EVACUATED WAS THAT CACHES OF ARMS HAD BEEN HIDDEN IN PHNOM 
PENH BY THE MILITARY FORCES OF THE "TRAITOR LON NOL". 

IN ADDITION, ACCORDING TO THIOUNN PRASITH, THE AMERICANS 
WERE PLOTTING TO START A NEW CIVIL WAR IF THE PEOPLE STAYED 
IN PHNOM PENH. OF THE 2,500,000 PEASANTS THAT HAD FILLED 
PHNOM PENH "2,200,000 HAD BEEN HAPPY TO GO BACK HOME TO THE 
VILLAGES." THE EVACUATION WAS NOT DONE UNDER MILITARY EXPULSION 
BUT THROUGH EXPLANATION THAT TOOK ONE WEEK. THIOUNN PRASITH 
CLAIMED IT WAS ONLY AMERICAN AND WESTERN PROPAGANDA THAT 
500,000-600,000 PEOPLE HAD BEEN KILLED, EXECUTED OR STARVED 
IN THE PAST YEAR. 

4. IN ADDITION, THIOUNN PRASITH COMMENTED THAT CAMBODIA IS 
STABLE, THE COUNTRY SECURE, ALTHOUGH FROM TIME TO TIME THERE 
ARE BOMBINGS SUCH AS THE FEBRUARY 25 ONES BY U.S. PLANES. 

HE SAID THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT IS OPENING ITS DOORS 

"TO ALL FRIENDLY COUNTRIES AND THE TIME WILL COME WHEN FRIENDLY 
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